
Character Builds Community 
Mr. Ryan Cleary, Principal 

October 11 th  2017 

Dear Morley Community,  

Happy fall!  It is funny how quickly we move from the “newness” at the end of August/beginning of 

September to being in the routine as we are now.  I have to give our students a lot of credit.  They came 

in very ready to go this year and things are moving along nicely.  As always, thanks for everything that 

you do to prepare your children to be ready for learning. 

The 2017-2018 school year is off to a busy and productive start.  Moving beyond all of the construction 

lately (thanks again for your patience!) we have started working towards our school goals of raising 

achievement for all students, supporting all students’ social/emotional learning, and developing our 

highly professional teaching practice.  As we continue to engage more deeply in our curriculum, 

students are using their reading, writing, and research skills to explore new topics and languages 

(everything from the letter “s” to Shakespeare!).  They are delving into numeracy and shaking the 

summer dust off of their fact families in math.  Learning cooperatively and integrating 21st century skills 

is happening in classrooms K-5.  Gym Rats is beginning the day with a lot of positive energy for students.  

Music rehearsals and lessons are underway and our ears couldn’t be happier (really, they sound great!).  

Lastly, the art room is alive with expression, creativity, and excitement.  Having hit our stride for this 

year is a great feeling, and the excitement will continue to build as we look ahead to concerts, 

community events, engaging learning opportunities, and cultural exploration through our continued 

partnership and art exchange with our sister school in Haiti.    

It was a pleasure to see everyone at the family breakfast last week.  I would like to thank our PTO and all 

of the volunteers who made that event happen.  Additionally, I’d like to thank everyone who came out 

to our first meeting of the year recently.  The attendance was excellent, and I would love to continue to 

see so many parents engaged with the PTO.  Our next PTO meeting is on November 9th, please join us 

again!  Between then and now, we’ll have our Farmer’s Market, 5th grade hayride, STEM Club Family 

Game Night, Halloween Party, Red Wagon Food Drive, and the 3rd Annual Morley Turkey Dash is just 

around the corner on November 10th!  Please be sure to check out details for these events and all other 

PTO activities at the Morley PTO website, www.morleypto.com.   

As always, thank you for your support of teaching, learning, and community at Morley School.  Teachers 

and families will continue to work together this year to fuse academics, arts, and social opportunities to 

ensure that Morley is a place where Character Builds Community.   

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

Ryan Cleary, Principal 





Important Dates & Events at Morley 

Thu Oct 12 3:30pm - 4pm   Farmers' Market    Blacktop 

Mon Oct 16 3:30pm - 9pm   Paul Cryan    Auditorium 

Tue Oct 17 3:30pm - 9pm   Paul Cryan    Auditorium 

Wed Oct 18 2:30pm - 8pm   Paul Cryan    Auditorium 

Thu Oct 19 11am – 12:30pm   Book Swap   Café Hall 

Fri Oct 20  6:30pm - 7:30pm   STEM PTO Family Game Night Auditorium  

Mon Oct 23 3:30pm - 9pm   Paul Cryan    Auditorium 

Tue Oct 24 3:30pm - 9pm   Paul Cryan    Auditorium 

Thu Oct 26 6:30pm - 7:30pm   PTO Ski Club Meeting LMC 

Fri Oct 27      PTO Halloween Party  Auditorium 

Recognition of  Relig ious  Holidays  
10/19 Diwali/Divali (Hinduism); 12/13-20 Chanukah* (Judaism);  

12/25 Christmas (Christianity); 1/6 Epiphany/Three Kings Day (Christianity);   

3/30 Good Friday (Christianity); 3/30-4/7 Passover* (8 days) (Judaism); 4/1 Easter (Christianity);  

4/29 Visakha Puja (Buddhism); 5/16-6/14 Ramadan* (Islam); 6/15 Eid al-Fitre 

 * All holy days begin at sunset the day before. 

Gym Rats Grades 1, 2 & 3  

Time: 8am - 8:30am 

Session 1: Thu October 12th  

Sign-up for Session 2:  
October19th, 26th & November 2nd, 9th, 16th 

 

Gym Rats Grades 3, 4, & 5  

Time: 7:50am - 8:30am 

Session 1: Fri October 13th 

Sign-up for Session 2:  
October 20th, 27th, November3rd, 10th, 17th 

4th Grade Choir  

7:45am - 8:30am Music Room  

Tue Oct 17th, 24th, 31st 

 

5th Grade Choir  

7:45am - 8:30am 

Wed Oct 18th, 25th, Nov 1st 
 

5th Grade Orchestra  

7:45am - 8:30am Auditorium 

Thu Oct 12th, 19th, 26th, Nov 2nd 
 

5th Grade Band 

7:45am - 8:30am Auditorium 

Tue Oct 17th, 24th, 31st 





PTO Meeting Minutes 
9/28/17 

 
1.Welcome from Liz Hanawalt and Kim Parets: It is a full house tonight! What an exciting start to the 
year! 
 
2. Principal’s Report: 

*A robo call was sent out Sunday. Please contact Wanda in the office if you did not receive the 
call. 
*Theme of the year:  

*Happy Birthday Morley! Morley turns 90 this year. There will be a big celebration at 
the end of the year 

*Lots of new staff this year at Morley:  
K teacher, 1st grade, School Psychologist, 2 SPED teachers, BCBA, Spanish, Art, Para and 
2 TA’s! Lots of new energy and excitement at Morley!  

*New Stuff: 
*Roof is done! New generator and heating/cooling unit is being installed currently Roof 
project will be completed by Columbus Day. 
*Water fountains! They weren’t ready at the start of the year, but it is now working!  
*Morley garden is amazing! Some of the crops have been in the salad bar! 
*Learning Center is new to Morley. This is a program that supports students with 
behavioral needs.  Currently 4 students.  
*Social Emotional Learning Supports have been added this year. “Beginning 
Collaborative and Proactive Solutions” and Mindfulness. 
*New assessments: Aims Web. Many tests will continue to be computer based  

 *2017-2018 Focus: 
* District goals: academic achievements, nurturing physical and emotional well-being 
*Morley goals: character building, math, social/emotional learning, staff collaboration 

*State testing results: 
*Nice growth over the past 3 years in language arts, smaller growth in math, but all 
scores are above state average and district averages. There is a dip in scores for 5th 
graders in math.  
*SBAC scores will be sent out for individual students in the next few weeks. School 
averages, district and state averages will also be shown in the results 
 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  
 *Budget report summary shared 
 *Some awesome generous donations for membership from the Morley community!  

*Some extra PTO money has been put towards Kids Fund and Teacher Discretionary Funds due 
to state budget constraints. PTO wanted to help provide support to the teachers and school 
teams. 
*Last year school enhancement fund went to new bike rack, online subscriptions (i.e.: brain 
pop, one more story, etc.) 
 *future funds will go towards a shade for Kindergarten playground! 



2016 Education Legislation: Public Act 16-189  
 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and  effectively use digital 

tools that empower them in all phases of the process, including research, problem solving, content  creation,                            

communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy 

and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow 

the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of all students and staff. 
 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house student data. The  

programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be             

updated each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics 

of  Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

ELC Lottery Appl icat ions  
 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting applications for the 2018-2019 

school year.  The program is family centered and has half day sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will be conducted in          

January. 
 

To be considered for the program, children must be three years old by September 1, 2018, toilet-trained by the start of the school year 

and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and play skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based screening prior to being 

considered for the lottery selection.  If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at (860) 233-1455.  The application process will 

close on December 15, 2017.   

Vacant  Seat  Program  -  Application Start date  is Monday, October 2, 2017 
 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program utilizes available space on school buses.  This program allows students to ride 

buses, where space is available, who under the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible for transportation.  

No additional bus stops are added to the routes for this program. 
 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at (860)561-6647 for additional information 

on or after October 2nd.  Requests are taken in this office by telephone on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am.  

FROM THE NURSE'S OFFICE - Angela Colossale, School Nurse 
 

 

If your child has a fever, vomiting or diarrhea, they may not return to school until 24 hours after   symptoms 
have ended, without the use of Tylenol or Motrin. Also, if your child has been started on  antibiotic medication, 
he or she must stay home for the first 24 hours of taking this medicine. This is our district's policy, for your 
child's safety, and for the safety of other children. Children may remain contagious for 24 hours following an  
illness, and are at greater risk of getting another illness during this time. Working together, we can keep your 
child healthy and the whole school healthy, too!  

3rd Grade Parents  -  InView Test of Cognitive Skills  
 

During the third week of October, 16-20th all third graders will take the InView Test of Cognitive Skills. It is part 

of our townwide testing program, and the purpose of the test is to provide information on  students' thinking 

and reasoning rather than on their achievement. The test takes approximately two hours and is completed in 

multiple sessions. The results are used as just one of several criteria for  consideration in the QUEST (Gifted and 

Talented) process. Your assistance in assuring your child is well rested and present in school during this week will 

be helpful. 

PAUL CRYAN PHOTOGRAPHY  There are still some openings for Paul Cryan photo shoots, but they are going fast – 
please note most openings are in the 7:30 – 9:00 pm times spots 

Please sign-up each of your children (age 6 month and above) for a 5 minute session (if you have three children, sign up for 
three 5 minute spots). 

Spots are available on the following dates: 

Monday, October 16 – 10 open spots Tuesday, October 17 – 8 open spots 

Wednesday, October 18 – 4 open spots 

Monday, October 23 – 6 open spots 

Tuesday, October 24 – 31 open spots (mostly 6 – 9 pm openings) 
Paul Cryan will photograph your child(ren) individually and will send you the three "best" black and white shots.  You can 
choose to purchase none, one, two or all three photos.  A portion of the proceeds goes to Morley PTO so please complete 
your transaction in a timely manner.  Any questions, please call me at 860-992-4627 or email me 

at carolynmartindale@comcast.net 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
tel:(860)%20992-4627
mailto:carolynmartindale@comcast.net


















 

West Hartford Special Education PTO 

September & October 2016 Events 
 

Ongoing 

Membership Drive 

West Hartford SEPTO (Special Education Parent/Teacher Organization) invites you to join our dynamic group, 

serving the needs of our community.  We are a district wide PTO that focuses on special education issues for all 

the children in our town from Pre-K – High School, at all of our schools.  Our website, www.whsepto.org,  con-

tains our calendar of events and special education resource links as well as other helpful information.   We en-

courage parents & guardians of students with IEPs and 504 Plans to join WHSEPTO in addition to their local 

school’s PTO/PTA.  To join West Hartford SEPTO please register online at www.whsepto.org/membership.html  
 

Friday, October 6 from 9:30am to 10:30am 

Coffee & Conversation" at Panera in Bishops Corner 
The first Friday of the month, parents of children receiving special education services meet for coffee and a 

chance to talk & make new friends in a casual setting.  We generally meet in the back of the restaurant. 
 

Wednesday, October 25 at 7pm 

Becoming Your Child’s Best School Advocate: Tips and Tools for Supporting Your Child with an  Educa-

tional Disability 

Carrie Berman, Special Education Advocate and one of the founding members of the West Hartford Special Edu-

cation PTO, will share her top strategies to help parents effectively communicate with their child’s school and ad-

vocate for an appropriate education.  Participants will learn tips on preparing for PPT       meetings, how to foster 

positive relationships with teachers and how to work collaboratively as a team even when they disagree. 
NEW LOCATION: King Philip Middle School Media Center , 100 King Philip Drive, West Har tford  

 

www.WHSEPTO.org 
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO 

Follow us on Instagram at @whsepto 

http://www.whsepto.org
http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
http://www.WHSEPTO.org
http://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO










 

NO DOGS PERMITTED -- IMPORTANT DISTRICT POLICY NOTICE 
 

Per district policy, no dogs will be allowed on school  

property at arrival, during the school day and at dismissal 

because of pet allergies and children who are fearful of dogs.   
 

Please refer to the Morley School Handbook.  

 IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING  

MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTERNOON PICK UP  
 
 

Please remember, for the safety of your children . . .  
 

Please do not enter the school parking lot  

AND DO NOT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 

to drop off or pick up students.  
 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

I m p o r t a n t  S a f e t y  R e m i n d e r s  

SAFETY ISSUE REMINDER  
 

All bicycles, scooters, skateboards, roller blades and skates . . .  
 

. . .  are not to be used on school property due to safety concerns.  Once your child arrives on school grounds 

they are asked to walk their bicycles, scooters and skateboards to the bike racks and to remove their roller 

blades and skates.   
 

None of the above are allowed to be used within the school building! 
 

As always, we recommend that only students in grades 3-5 ride their bicycles to school.  To do so, a                

permission slip should be filed in the office.   
 

Remember, helmets must be worn by all children 12 and under. 



TELEPHONE CALLS TO SCHOOL    

Please note that all calls to teachers  will be put into voicemail unless it is an emergency.  Teachers will check their 
voicemail at the end of each day.  Please make arrangements with your children before school so that there are 
few interruptions to classroom teaching.   
  

We understand that there are times that you need to get an emergency message to your child and in those                    
instances, please let the office know that you need to be put directly through to the teacher.  
We appreciate your understanding.    

IS YOUR CHILD GOING TO BE ABSENT OR TARDY?  
Please remember to call the school office (233-8535) if your child will be tardy or absent.  You may report an 
absence before 8:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. by using the voice mail system at the same number.  Any absence 
reported by the teacher, but not the parent, will alert the office to a potential problem and will necessitate a 
call to your home. 

AT T E N T I O N  PA R E N T S  O F  B U S  R I D E R S  
Attendance is taken every afternoon on the bus to insure the safe homecoming of all our students.  It is assumed 
that all children who are eligible to ride the bus will do so unless they are sick or have been signed out early.  If 
your child will not be riding the bus either routinely (s/he will attend MEDC for example) or occasionally (an after 
school visit with a walker), a note must be received in the office.  When a child is not on line for the bus in the 
p.m. and no note is received, we look for that child and thus hold up the bus.  Your cooperation in this matter is 
appreciated!   

S U P E R V I S I O N  B E F O R E  S C H O O L  
 

 Bus students are not to exit the bus in the morning  until 8:20 AM at the elementary schools. 

 All students should not be on school grounds before 8:20 AM. 

 Parents will be called if their children are consistently dropped off before this time. 
 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20 a.m.  Please be sure that your child(ren) are not arriving or being dropped 
off before that time.  There is no access to the school before the first bell at 8:30 a.m.  
Please be sure to stay tuned to the radio or television or call the source line at 233-2334 to be sure there is no “delay” due 
to the weather.  

Thank you for your cooperation in the safety of your children. 

SAFETY ISSUE REMINDER  
 

All bicycles, scooters, skateboards, roller blades and skates . . .  
 

. . .  are not to be used on school property due to safety concerns.  Once your child arrives on school grounds 

they are asked to walk their bicycles, scooters and skateboards to the bike racks and to remove their roller 

blades and skates.   
 

None of the above are allowed to be used within the school building! 
 

As always, we recommend that only students in grades 3-5 ride their bicycles to school.  To do so, a                

permission slip should be filed in the office.  Remember, helmets must be worn by all children 12 and under. 

A Reminder to Help Students Become Responsible Citizens 
We encourage parents not to bring in “forgotten” items to school for their child.  If you must 
bring something in the office, we ask that you make sure your child’s name and teacher’s name 
is on the item. You can leave the item on the office counter and we will email or leave a message 
on the teacher’s telephone. 

Thank you for helping make your child responsible.  



EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING  

 
 

In the event of an emergency early closing, these are 

the early closing times on ALL days. 

 

High School       11:00am 

Middle School       11:45am  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL      1:00pm 

 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in the 

neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind them to go to the designated neighbor, but 

then be certain to leave a note for you (on the back 

door or in the mailbox) as to where they are staying. 

 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation with 

your children to give them the experience in a                  

non-threatening situation. 

 

REMEMBER - In the event of an emergency early 

closing, Morley Extended Day Care will close when 

school closes. 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 
 

 

The recess policy dictates that all students will 

go outside for recess if the temperature is 20º 

Fahrenheit or above. Youngsters should be 

appropriately dressed to spend time outdoors 

during recess. Warm clothes, gloves, hats, and 

boots are required during the winter months. 
 

Children well enough to come to school 

should be well enough to be outside during 

recess. 
 

Exceptions for medical reasons may be 

granted on an individual basis.   
 

In the event of inclement or severely cold 

weather, outdoor recess will be canceled. 

SUPERVISION BEFORE SCHOOL 
 

 All students should not be on school grounds before 8:20am 
 Bus students are not to exit the bus until 8:20am at the school. 
 Parents will be called if their children are consistently dropped off 

before this time. 
 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20am 
 

Please be sure that your child (ren) are not arriving or  
being dropped off before that time. There is no access to the 
school before the first bell at 8:30am.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation in the  safety of your  
children. 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS & DELAYS 

DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

 The superintendent of schools determines the                

necessity for a delayed opening or emergency    

closing of school due to weather conditions or other 

emergencies. 

 Parents will receive a phone call via the              

Connect-ED Rapid Notification Service informing 

them of a delayed opening or emergency closing.  

The phone call would be issued no later than 6:30am 

 In the event of an early dismissal from school due 

to inclement weather or other circumstances,                

parents/guardians will be notified by the principal 

via the Connect-ED Rapid Notification System. 

This allows parents to be notified by phone within 

minutes. 

 Announcements regarding school-opening delays or 

closings also are made over local radio and               

television stations. 

 This information also may be accessed by visiting 

our website at www.whps.org for closings,              

cancellations and additional information.  

* When schools are closed early, all school-related 

afternoon and evening activities are cancelled as 

well. 

PLEASE POST THIS BY YOUR PHONE AT HOME & AT WORK ! ! 

http://www.whps.org

