
Character Builds Community 
Mr. Ryan Cleary, Principal 

November  8 th  2017 

Dear Morley Community, 

It was a pleasure to see so many of you during some of our events in recent weeks.  The students really 

enjoyed the Morley Family Breakfast, Farmer’s Market, Halloween events, and the STEM Family Game 

Night.  Also, I am also thankful for everyone’s participation in volunteering to read, make masks with 3rd 

grade, and be present here at school.  Your efforts and engagement are such great examples of 

character building community here at Morley! 

Our Red Wagon Food Drive took place this week on Wednesday morning.  As always, our students and 

families did a fantastic job of representing our school as they gave back to our West Hartford 

community.  This long standing tradition is a huge piece of our identity here at Morley School.  Our 

students learn about the power of giving, interdependence, and build some perspective as well.  I’d like 

to thank everyone who came out and participated, as well as our K-2 team for putting this event 

together.  We have another exciting event coming up this weekend, the Morley Turkey Dash!  Please see 

the PTO website for details (www.morleypto.com), and we hope to see everyone there for a day of 

running, community, and fun!  Lastly, November offers parents and teachers their first chance to 

officially meet to talk about student progress during conference week, 11/13-11/17.  I would like to 

encourage all parents to be ready to participate in an active discussion with your child and his or her 

teacher about learning that needs to be celebrated, and areas of growth that will be addressed moving 

forward.  Conference week is a great opportunity talk about how students are developing academically, 

with the arts, and socially.  I hope to see as many of you as possible, as I will be popping in and out of as 

many conferences as I can that week.  Thank you in advance for the wonderful support you give to our 

students and our teachers.   

As we move through November the season begins to get very busy.  Please don’t let our next PTO 

meeting this Thursday, November 9th at 6:30 get lost in the shuffle, we’d love to see you there!  Also, in 

regards to the busier our lives are all about to become, please know that the doors to the Morley office 

are always open.  If there are areas in which you or someone you know within our Morley community 

could use some support, please let me know.  I am happy to be a sounding board for any feedback 

connected to school events or daily learning.  Communication is the cornerstone of community, and I 

am happy to engage in dialogue to support anyone, child or parent, in our Morley family. 

As always, thank you for your support of teaching, learning, and community at Morley School.  Your 

partnership is valued in making this a place where Character Builds Community.   

Respectfully,  

 

 

Ryan Cleary 

Principal 





Important Dates & Events at Morley 

Thu Nov 9 6:30pm - 7pm  PTO Meeting   LMC 

Sat Nov 11  TU RK EY  DASH   Morley Blacktop 

  8am - 8:45am Registration 
  9am  Race Begins 

Tue Nov 14 1:30pm  Parent Teacher Conferences  Early Closing 

Wed Nov 15 2pm  Parent Teacher Conferences  Early Closing 

Thu Nov 16 1:30pm  Parent Teacher Conferences Early Closing 

Fri Nov 17 1:30pm  Parent Teacher Conferences  Early Closing 

Mon Nov 20 3:20pm - 4:20pm STEM PTO Chess Event (K-5) Auditorium   

Thu Nov 23 & 24   No School  - Thanksgiving Break 

Tue Nov 28  7:40am - 8:40am Student Council Meeting LMC 

Fri Dec 8   PJ  Day  for  CC MC  

Recognition of  Religious  Holidays  
10/19 Diwali/Divali (Hinduism); 12/13-20 Chanukah* (Judaism);12/25 Christmas (Christianity); 

1/6 Epiphany/Three Kings Day (Christianity);  3/30 Good Friday (Christianity);  

3/30-4/7 Passover* (8 days) (Judaism); 4/1 Easter (Christianity); 4/29 Visakha Puja (Buddhism); 
5/16-6/14 Ramadan* (Islam); 6/15 Eid al-Fitre  

  * All holy days begin at sunset the day before. 

Ch oi r  Reh earsal s  
 

Music Room 7:45am  

 

4th Grade Tue Nov 14 
 

5th Grade Wed Nov 15  

4th & 5th Grade Wed Nov 22 
 

Auditorium  

4th & 5th Grade Nov 29, Dec 6 
 

Rehearsals in the Auditorium  
after Thanksgiving  

 

Parent Teacher  
 

Conferences 
 

November  

14th - 17th 

 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
 

Tue Nov 14   1:30pm 
Wed Nov 15  2:00pm  

Thu Nov 16  1:30pm  
Fri Nov 17  1:30pm  

Band & Orchestra Rehearsals 
 

Auditorium  7:45am 

 

5th Grade Orchestra  

Thu Nov  9, 16, 30, Dec 7 
 

5th Grade Band Auditorium 

Tue Nov 14, 21, 28, Dec 5 

 

Morley  

Turkey Dash 
  

Saturday 

 Nov 11
th

 
 

Registration: 8am -8:45am         

Race Begins: 9am  

Location: Morley Blacktop 

Gym  Ra t s  

Se ssi o n 2  Remaining . . . 
 

Grades 1, 2 & 3  

8am  November 9th, 16th  

 

Grades 3, 4, & 5  

7:50am November 10th, 17th 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

SIGN UP for Session 3 
See Form on Page  8 



 
 

Chess for Fun! 
 

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 are invited to play chess after school on Monday, 

November 20th from 3:25 - 4:25 in the library at Morley. Please watch for the 

permission slips that will be sent home this week! Students who are attending 

MUST send in a permission slip. This free event is a popular one so don’t wait 

to send in your slip! Novice and expert level players are all welcome! 









 

 

Lost  & Found .  .  .  
 

. . . has grown by leaps and bounds.   

If a lost sweatshirt, jacket or lunchbox wasn’t there 

when you first took a look, it could be there now,  

so take another look. 
 

The Lost & Found collection is located in the lobby 

at the front entrance of the school  Any remaining 

items will be donated to a worthy cause  

during the Thanksgiving recess. 







2016 Education Legislation: Public Act 16 -189  
 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently 
and  effectively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the process, including            
research, problem solving, content  creation, communication, and collaboration. We also                     
believe that we must be committed at all times to protecting students' privacy and providing 
them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, the West Hartford Public 
Schools follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and security of 
all students and staff. 
 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district 
that house student data. The  programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of 
classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters             
into a new contract where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of  
Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

ELC Lottery  Appl icat ions  
 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School and Aiken Elementary School is now               

accepting applications for the 2018-2019 school year.  The program is family centered and has 

half day sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will be conducted in January. 
 

To be considered for the program, children must be three years old by September  1, 2018,           

toilet-trained by the start of the school year and exhibit age-appropriate language, social and play 

skills. All applicants must participate in a play-based screening prior to being considered for the 

lottery selection. If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at (860) 233-1455.                 

The application process will close on December 15, 2017.   

 

Vacant Seat Program  - Application Start date is Monday, October 2, 2017 
 

The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat program utilizes available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where space is available, who under the West                 

Hartford Public Schools Transportation policy are not eligible for transportation.  No additional 

bus stops are added to the routes for this program. 
 

Interested parents should contact the West Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at  

(860)561-6647 for additional information on or after October 2nd.  Requests are taken in this           

office by telephone on a first come, first served basis starting at 8:00 am.  

http://www.whps.org/pa189






 

NO DOGS PERMITTED -- IMPORTANT DISTRICT POLICY NOTICE 
 

Per district policy, no dogs will be allowed on school  

property at arrival, during the school day and at dismissal 

because of pet allergies and children who are fearful of dogs.   
 

Please refer to the Morley School Handbook.  

 IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING  

MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTERNOON PICK UP  
 
 

Please remember, for the safety of your children . . .  
 

Please do not enter the school parking lot  

AND DO NOT PARK IN THE BUS LANE 

to drop off or pick up students.  
 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

I m p o r t a n t  S a f e t y  R e m i n d e r s  

SAFETY ISSUE REMINDER  
 

All bicycles, scooters, skateboards, roller blades and skates . . .  
 

. . .  are not to be used on school property due to safety concerns.  Once your child arrives on school grounds 

they are asked to walk their bicycles, scooters and skateboards to the bike racks and to remove their roller 

blades and skates.   
 

None of the above are allowed to be used within the school building! 
 

As always, we recommend that only students in grades 3-5 ride their bicycles to school.  To do so, a                

permission slip should be filed in the office.   
 

Remember, helmets must be worn by all children 12 and under. 



TELEPHONE CALLS TO SCHOOL    

Please note that all calls to teachers  will be put into voicemail unless it is an emergency.  Teachers will check their 
voicemail at the end of each day.  Please make arrangements with your children before school so that there are 
few interruptions to classroom teaching.   
  

We understand that there are times that you need to get an emergency message to your child and in those                    
instances, please let the office know that you need to be put directly through to the teacher.  
We appreciate your understanding.    

IS YOUR CHILD GOING TO BE ABSENT OR TARDY?  
Please remember to call the school office (233-8535) if your child will be tardy or absent.  You may report an 
absence before 8:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. by using the voice mail system at the same number.  Any absence 
reported by the teacher, but not the parent, will alert the office to a potential problem and will necessitate a 
call to your home. 

AT T E N T I O N  PA R E N T S  O F  B U S  R I D E R S  
Attendance is taken every afternoon on the bus to insure the safe homecoming of all our students.  It is assumed 
that all children who are eligible to ride the bus will do so unless they are sick or have been signed out early.  If 
your child will not be riding the bus either routinely (s/he will attend MEDC for example) or occasionally (an after 
school visit with a walker), a note must be received in the office.  When a child is not on line for the bus in the 
p.m. and no note is received, we look for that child and thus hold up the bus.  Your cooperation in this matter is 
appreciated!   

S U P E R V I S I O N  B E F O R E  S C H O O L  
 

 Bus students are not to exit the bus in the morning  until 8:20 AM at the elementary schools. 

 All students should not be on school grounds before 8:20 AM. 

 Parents will be called if their children are consistently dropped off before this time. 
 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20 a.m.  Please be sure that your child(ren) are not arriving or being dropped 
off before that time.  There is no access to the school before the first bell at 8:30 a.m.  
Please be sure to stay tuned to the radio or television or call the source line at 233-2334 to be sure there is no “delay” due 
to the weather.  

Thank you for your cooperation in the safety of your children. 

SAFETY ISSUE REMINDER  
 

All bicycles, scooters, skateboards, roller blades and skates . . .  
 

. . .  are not to be used on school property due to safety concerns.  Once your child arrives on school grounds 

they are asked to walk their bicycles, scooters and skateboards to the bike racks and to remove their roller 

blades and skates.   
 

None of the above are allowed to be used within the school building! 
 

As always, we recommend that only students in grades 3-5 ride their bicycles to school.  To do so, a                

permission slip should be filed in the office.  Remember, helmets must be worn by all children 12 and under. 

A Reminder to Help Students Become Responsible Citizens 
We encourage parents not to bring in “forgotten” items to school for their child.  If you must 
bring something in the office, we ask that you make sure your child’s name and teacher’s name 
is on the item. You can leave the item on the office counter and we will email or leave a message 
on the teacher’s telephone. 

Thank you for helping make your child responsible.  



EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING  

 
 

In the event of an emergency early closing, these are 

the early closing times on ALL days. 

 

High School       11:00am 

Middle School       11:45am  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL      1:00pm 

 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in the 

neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind them to go to the designated neighbor, but 

then be certain to leave a note for you (on the back 

door or in the mailbox) as to where they are staying. 

 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation with 

your children to give them the experience in a                  

non-threatening situation. 

 

REMEMBER - In the event of an emergency early 

closing, Morley Extended Day Care will close when 

school closes. 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 
 

 

The recess policy dictates that all students will 

go outside for recess if the temperature is 20º 

Fahrenheit or above. Youngsters should be 

appropriately dressed to spend time outdoors 

during recess. Warm clothes, gloves, hats, and 

boots are required during the winter months. 
 

Children well enough to come to school 

should be well enough to be outside during 

recess. 
 

Exceptions for medical reasons may be 

granted on an individual basis.   
 

In the event of inclement or severely cold 

weather, outdoor recess will be canceled. 

SUPERVISION BEFORE SCHOOL 
 

 All students should not be on school grounds before 8:20am 
 Bus students are not to exit the bus until 8:20am at the school. 
 Parents will be called if their children are consistently dropped off 

before this time. 
 

There is no supervision on the grounds until 8:20am 
 

Please be sure that your child (ren) are not arriving or  
being dropped off before that time. There is no access to the 
school before the first bell at 8:30am.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation in the  safety of your  
children. 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS & DELAYS 

DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

 The superintendent of schools determines the                

necessity for a delayed opening or emergency    

closing of school due to weather conditions or other 

emergencies. 

 Parents will receive a phone call via the              

Connect-ED Rapid Notification Service informing 

them of a delayed opening or emergency closing.  

The phone call would be issued no later than 6:30am 

 In the event of an early dismissal from school due 

to inclement weather or other circumstances,                

parents/guardians will be notified by the principal 

via the Connect-ED Rapid Notification System. 

This allows parents to be notified by phone within 

minutes. 

 Announcements regarding school-opening delays or 

closings also are made over local radio and               

television stations. 

 This information also may be accessed by visiting 

our website at www.whps.org for closings,              

cancellations and additional information.  

* When schools are closed early, all school-related 

afternoon and evening activities are cancelled as 

well. 

PLEASE POST THIS BY YOUR PHONE AT HOME & AT WORK ! ! 

http://www.whps.org

