
The Interview 

Many schools require or recommend an interview of all or some of their applicants. Whether 

required or not, an interview is a great opportunity to make a case for yourself and your 

particular strengths. An interview is also a good opportunity to find out about a school. Some 

interviews can be very helpful in the decision-making process for you.  

Most interviews are designed to collect information about you, your interests, your activities, 

your family and your insights into the things you do. A good interviewer will allow you to do the 

talking, only asking questions to help the process. 

Come prepared with a list of questions about the college and be ready for the interviewer’s 

questions on topics such as: subjects you’re interested in, extracurricular activities, books that 

are important to you and why, the importance of a college education, your reasons for wanting 

to go to that particular college, your career plans, your major strengths and weaknesses, etc. 

Probably the best piece of advice about interview, though, is to relax and be yourself. 

TO HELP YOU PREPARE 

•Schedule the appointment well in advance by letter or phone. Many colleges will 

require several months advance notice during the most sought after times, 

usually September to December of the senior year. 

•Read the catalog and brochure to gain information on courses of study, local 

atmosphere and entrance requirements. 

•Take a copy of your latest transcript and SAT Reasoning Test/SAT Subject Tests 

or ACT scores (if required for admission) and high school profile sheet for referral, 

if warranted. 

•Develop a resume of your school activities, community involvement, work 

experience and hobbies.  Be prepared to answer questions concerning the above 

and try to correlate them with the college you are visiting. 

•Conference with your counselor prior to your visit to campus for a discussion on 

that school. 

•Dress properly. Being neat, clean and conservatively dressed will never hurt you. 

•Be prompt: Allow sufficient time to arrive at the school before your scheduled 

interview.   

•Walk around campus if you have time.  Call if you will be late for your 

appointment. 

 



QUESTIONS A STUDENT MIGHT ASK THE INTERVIEWER 

1. Are you familiar with my high school? Is there anything I can tell you about it? 

2. How many of your graduates go on to graduate school? 

3. What do students do on weekends? 

4. Could you comment on the placement record of graduates with the major companies? 

5. What athletic teams and clubs are the most popular here? 

6. Do you place more emphasis on class ran or standardized test scores in your admission 
decisions? 

7. Do you have a cooperative plan? Independent study? Study abroad? 

8. What percent of the entering freshman class graduate in four years? 

9. How large are your freshman introductory classes? 

10. How do I compare academically with students already attending this school? 

11. Is there a computer network from the school library that can be accessed by all dorm 
rooms? 

12. If majoring in an area requiring certification, licensing, etc., ask whether the program will 
qualify you for entrance into the profession and prepare you for state or national certifying 
examinations. 

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS ASKED BY INTERVIEWERS 

1. Tell me about yourself. 

2. What got you interested in our college? 

3. What will be your major in college? Why? 

4. Where do you see yourself after college? 

5. In what activities did you participate in high school? Did you hold any part-time jobs? 

6. What is the most significant contribution you have made to your school? 

7. What are your strengths? What are your weaknesses? 

8. How do you spend your leisure time? 

9. What teacher impressed you the most in the past year? 

10. What three books have impressed you the most in the past year? 

11. What were the three most important events in your lifetime? What decisions have you 

most regretted and why? 

12. Can you give me an example of how well you get along with your classmates. 

13. Do you prefer working alone or with a group? 

14. What problems do you see as the most critical for the United States in the next five years? 

15. Who has been the greatest influence in your life? 

16. Are there any questions that you want to ask? 

 



SOME INTERVIEW DOs and DON’Ts 

DO: 

1. Come prepared 

2. Dress properly and be on time 

3. Ask good questions 

4. Answer questions honestly and to the point 

5. Be familiar with the college you are visiting 

6. Be polite 

7. Be enthusiastic 

8. Write a thank you note to your interviewer after your visit 

9. Evaluate your performance the next day 

10. Correct any mistakes before the next interview 

 

DON’T: 

1. Talk too much or too little 

2. Be too cocky or conceited 

3. Show up late unless you have called ahead 

4. Try to influence the interviewer by whom you know 

5. Make derogatory remarks about your high school or its teachers 

6. Fail to get help after you arrive home if you feel the interview was a disaster 


